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SOME MORAL AND ETHICAL AFFIRMATIONS ABOUT PEQCE TOLAY
(Paulos Mar Gregorios)

1s1 Ereapbles For Christians, moral cholces are cholces, not
conmanded by law, But discerned by the Spirit. In a fallen
world, there are feow cholces between absolute good and -
absolute evil. We l&ve in a world where the wheat and the
tares grow together. All good here, except for Jesus
Christ himself, is miwed with evil, as far as Christians
can understand. But they are real choices, some decisive.
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12 . There ie m,\"&y to proceed directly from a
. w-biblical injunctiom ¥® & moral choice, Decisione have to
ok .~ be made, especially Im lssues that affect the destiny
-0 & of many, through a process of reflection and decisiocn,
A assisted by the Spirit of God, but also based on cur
" understanding of God's purposes and of human vocation
and destiny. ‘

1:3 But the Seriptures and the Traditior of the

Church in general give some pointers and gu/ " ines.

For example, faith, love and hope are impos .© prin-.

ciples for a goeod mman existence i _istory. Distrust,-

hateed and despair have therefors negative values.

Truth is all important., So {falsehoogand decgei.t(_yar??xw s
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In the teachings of Christ , as recorded in
the Scriptures, there are some clear guldelines for
conduct. For example, Jesus Christ said:s Bleased are
the peacemakers, He told his disciples to love their
encmies, to bless them that curse, to forgive seventy
times seven.

1;4 .

15 Jesus also taught “"Whoever cares for his own
safety is lost) but if a man will let himgelf be lost
for my sake, he will find his true self"(Mt. 16125 NEB).
We must discern the meaning of such teaching for inter-
national life as well. "Always treat others as you would
like them to treat you*(Mt. 7112 NEB). “Do not be anxious®.
“The least among you all, he is the greatest® (Lk.9:48b NEB).
“"Beware! Be on your guard against greed of every kind,

- for even whow when & man has more than encugh, his wealth
doas not give him 1ife® (Lk. 12:15 NEB) “Whoever exalts
himself will be mmbled) and whoever humbles himself -
will be exalted* (lLk 14i11l). These teachings are not
without relevance to international relations.



116 Christians recognlse that peace among natiéhs
‘18 not identical with 'the peace which Christ gives. But
the two earmot be totally unrelated either. Nations living
together in peace and matually beneficlal collaboration
would be far smxm cloe#r to the ideal of the Kingdom of
God than natiéns at war tearing at each other and scaring
evervone. Christian eligices have always to be for alter-
natives which more clesrly manifest the Kingdowm of God in
history. 1t becomes therefére a duty of all Christians to
work for pesce and pot t® Be coemplacent about war; to
work for justice and nom to take injustice as something
irescapabla, M)\

17 Christians ean: otate nmoral affirmations in
language which is not giocal, in order to promote
discussion among all peopls, Different religions and ideo-
logice may seek differimg Justifications within their own
traditions for these comgen affirmations. Both the common
affirmations and their di: fm:i.ng justifications are
important.

# L] * *® ® *® *

211 All war is culpabls,. m cannot be morally justified. Some
’ would argue that a war in self-defense is less culpable
than a war of aggression, conventional war less than
nuclear war. No war, defensive or offensive, conventional
or nuclear, can be ultimately Justified; circumstances
may mitigate the degree of blame; some means of war are
. more anti-human than ethdrsi but no war is good.

2:2 Nuclear war is totally mzls-humam it is to be unequivocally

condexned. The extreme gruesomenass of the kind of death

and the damage to human beings, the defencelessness of the
non-belligerent and the ianccent; the scale of des Tactton
and the damage to the ecosphere and tba fusre generat ions,
as well as the risk of total destuction of life itself on
this planet are some of the factors that make nuclear war
different from conventional war as we have known it in the
past. A\M“’

2:3 It i.s\\ a.crime against h\naa,u:y to research and develop, test,
wanuf. amre. buy or sell, pkimx acquire or transfer,
stockvile or deploy, use oa‘: ‘threaten to use nuclear weapons
of any kind. There should be an international judieciary,
legislature and executive to implément this prohibition.

284 The existing atoekpi.las of nuclear wwapcns are also an
affront to human freadom and dignity. They sghould be totally
eliminated, without risk to the ecosphere and to humanity.
The peoples of the world sust press their governments to
implement such eliminaties without delay; all legitimate
forme of pressure should bé used; people should also
consider whether threats &f nen-violent revolt should
also be used.
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Christians should pray fervently that the leaders of the

nations will be persuaded by the Spirit of God to pursue .

peace and not _war; they.should persist in such prayer, even

wvhen many national 1:._ rs adamantly refuse to yield to
public pressure. Christisns should combat the fatalism and despair
that often follows.the fallure of demonstrations to achieve

any progress in disarmament. Fatslism and resignation are. the
enemies of peace and . justiee, Hope is what Christians should
foster. Prayer with faiwh,. ;m and hope is the most powsrful

instrument xhm ChrlattantthUQ in their arsensl.

/ ‘ntttzenss it 1is thetr eivic duty
to uese all the legltinteigu;yc in which a government ea be
made to take the right deelsions in matters of peace and
off, disclaiming responsibility
for the way natloens ~‘£fag;;'flr affairs. Too many Christians
think that politiesl ;,;;k., are unrelated to their chrtstian
obedience. The churches #kéuld intensify their teaching
about the éiviec respuntfbff%tiuo ef Christians,

The question should now be taken up in the churches, especisally
in nueclear nations, but not only there, whether Christians
should use non-violent non-go-operation with governments not
taking bold and imaginative steps towards disarmamentsiikm
non-payrent of taxes, eaurtlng of imprisonment, refusal

of military service, and facing death wherever necessary.

The Christian witnees #hould not be confined to words and
demonstzations. The injunetien to lay down one's life -

for Christ's sake hal 1ti_lpteial relevance in a vorld

where governments stubBilly refuse to serve the interests

of peace and justice. ThHe tise has ¢ for Chriatian
witness (marturis) to be. through mart yrdom again, 3%;u»mwaT
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Christians should alseo: condema in no uncertaink terms
research and devslopntnt.,' aduetian and stockpiling,

use g;aggggar to use, . ; olimauolegleal. chemical
and iological weapons and delivery systems. This is
an urgent need. There is a growing sentiment in military
cireles that nuclear weayens would soon he forbidden, and
hence a hasty effort to develop and stockpile non-nuclear
weapons vwith great capacity: for masa destruction. There

is a particular ur gency for Christians to familiariseit
themselves with new develepments in ncn-nuelear weapana

of 1nhuman mass destmuction.
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Some argue that nuclsar dﬂihnce is more econamtaal than
conventional defence, both in terms of personnel and = .
resources. Ilhls mpysor may net be true. It is imperative,
at this juncture of histedy however, to condesn as evil
the enormous ameunts, 1Z:#git figures in U.S.dollars,
being spent on armaments and military forces, when half
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