CRISIS  PAST ?
AN EVALUATION OF THE CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE

(Paul Yerghese)

'w*ﬂiﬁﬁﬁ&vurth All Christian Peace Assembly

bhas just oonééj_*‘ uT?ragug, on October 3rd. It is.iidely

known that the Gl an P@ﬁce'Cenferenceshas been sailing
through;rqﬁgh rQ'”' ¥en since the tragic eévents of Prague 68.
The fourthﬂAcﬁ; c:?ééted to become a &ecisive factor in the
development and-r Eiition of the inﬁexnal.crisia. To what exten
has it sncoeeé;63Mﬁf§'ﬁay be too early to answer that question
with any senae 5f finality. But even the téntative_evaluation
here offered oan be understood only in the light of the answer

one gives to thréé preliminary guestionss

1. %hat is the nature of the CPC?
2, What are the facts sbout the crisis in the CPC?

3, How does the change in leadership affect the CPC?

I WHAT IS THE CPC?

The CPC is not a democratic world movement
like the Worlad Couno;l of Churches, with proportlonate re-
presentation for all Christian Ghurches. Thank God it is not!

Por if 1t werse, (a)'there would be no need for it so 1d£g_as t

WCC exists, and (b) it would weighted in the same direction a
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"IN faot the CPC exists as & protest against
the one-sided euw

#lem of the ¥.C.C. on politicsl omd imtexr
national quntidm In the WCC only wmuch m-:!.tiod.su are made of
the policy of welite:

% governments and eysteue as are mny
being made withim westerr zecular liberal thoughi, most of the
time in an infinitely milder form, OUccasionally whem the W.C.C.
psesks to depart from normal liberal-bourgeois ideclogy by offering
symbolio ‘support 'to some lidsratien movements the stora of

protest almost thréatens. to sink the ship,

The CPC ig clearly a movement in which mtrel
of policy vemasing in the hands of Church lesders in the sociéiist
countries of Burops. This explains the fact thet Churches from
sceislist countries are membars of the CPC e churches, whereas
cutpide the socislist countries individuals and groups are sccepted
as nembers, Such s mixture ensures that, sec 2 'cmte&ﬂdﬁ:f )
agsinst the liberal-bourgeois ideology that dominates the LACA-
the CPC is domivated by e socialist, amti-imperislist idedlogy.
'Some of us feel 111 at ease saidst both ideclogies, hut are
convinoced that if omly one existed without the other, the Chriatian
image womld mm«a ‘ot that we subscribe wholesheartedly
to either ﬁu;hcﬂ nor do we think that either of these
ideologiee are adeguste to t.ho; depth of the Christian faith. -



}hr;asiqﬁia the CPC 1o able to tnke a amch
stronger stand against the oppressor and the exploiter than the
¥eC. The CPC is able to say, wneguivooslly, that the cepitalist-
militarist system o6F western Eurﬁpe'anﬁ.ﬁmnéiqa,tédny oonetitutes
the groztest ond-yvif,ﬁytuo and justice in the warld. )

Of eourse, the CBC is not in a gee position to
engege in the aanb'éiiiénl criticisn of the systoas under which
Christiane in uoaiaiii% vountries have to live, %They camnot
express all their convictions about ths suppwessior of individuel
freedom and creativity in their own countries. Kor can they
speak aboui misiekes made by ihe governmerta of their coungriae

ﬁntil it becomes the official poliecy »f these govermmeats to do 80,

These limitations are part of the reality of the
world in which CPC has to live und operate, znd theve is really
no roox in the CPC for pecple who are not scamitive to this
reality. The more CPC opens iteelf to Christians outside the
socialist countries who have been brainewashed by the liberale i
bourgeoie ideclogy, (which includes most Christians im Africa,
Asia end lLatin America), the more it rums the risk of compromise

with that ideology to which it 1s supposed ¢ be & conntarh'aisht.:

The perilous axistence vf the CPC oan be detter
realized when one sees thei this is the cnly pudblic platform
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available to the ehurches in socialist coumiriss. They can

ratain this platfors enly with the concurrence snd support

of their governments. There is a prise to be paid for this

support - nannlx'ltttvt support for the policy of these gnttrnaantu.
To bo unwsilling tn iuy thie price would be to invite aliniastioa.

whe & 1¢'ﬁa% a rivel scumenical aovanent to

the ¥CC, and does m;mﬁe nnity of ‘the ohurches ite

ywiaazy aim,. It:ﬁuyioifie ares of concern in peace with
justice for the ‘whole world. It pursues thisz cim on the basis
of & socislist or amti-capitslist commitment. It is limited
by ite inzbility %o eriticize the cosmunist or cocislist
system. This ;a;hiii;}\éohstiiutas ar intogrel aspact of ite
existence add hes to be accﬁﬁtéd as such.

* The case of the Romawmian Churck is an excsption. The policies
of China, éﬂ%ﬂﬂi@,;}ﬁgﬂnlawis, Hoxth Zorea, ato are not
ralevsnt, sinoe the churches of these countiries axre not

necbers of the CPC.



II THE NATURE OF THR CRISIS IN THE CFC

S T

H"‘E -

The roots éf tht ‘érisis in the CPC whioh

began to éeveloy with the- vention of the Warsaw Pact

powers egainst the Dubosk iitme in Csechoslovakia (Spring 1968),
go batk to two facts. “‘fa“ [ the fact that the CPC in
order to be effective afﬁ pationsl task has to adait
inte mesbership Ptoilijﬁ”{fFiﬁi west and from the countrie»

of the "Twoe-third world”, This in turn mokes the ideology

of the CFC vulnerable-to'ii!funacea from the libaral-bourgeois
idée;osy of the nonme-socisiist world. Sacondly, the very origin
of the CPC was in a conwiokion that Christians and uarxists had
somathing to learn from o‘ﬁﬁiéther; symbolized by the towering
laadgrahip of Josef ﬂi*ﬁ*ﬁﬁiﬁ&a in the CPC, which lasted from

its beginning till epring 1968.

Host govcrlﬁikts in the socinlist countries
belisve that thiﬂ’”diilaéﬁf“ihdalogy“"af Bromadks hsd a grest
deal to do with the daitliiﬁéﬁt of events in Czechosiovakia prior
to Spring 1968, The soiiéi*%?‘“ﬁonialiem with a human face™
eryetallised in the context of tho Christisn-darsist dialog.e in
Czeololvakis and in countries like Italy snd France. duke
Duboek's attempt to implement this idea, in itself rather
attrsctiva, friled to tatv iate secount cerviain historical
and geographical faatu!tl&



‘!&rﬂﬁ‘bf*ﬁii”DuSCdk”aadzhii”!l ideologists «ere
over-optimistic in the #valustion of their own capasity o
‘lead the Karxiet moveaent in a new direction against the
wishes of the powerful mk Boviet Government. There was too
‘easy an assumption kst the Soviet Dnion was & backward Asian
'naﬁiﬂn“lajgink'!iéfiﬁﬁiiﬁ"ia the advaroing proceesion of'
human history, a:a*iiiéfiﬁaas:¢a1p~aaa to move to Surope, which,
‘4n the short-sighted historical perspastive of Duboek and
hie friends, was always in the vanguard of ascial progress.

Since Csechoslovekis had, lonz before the
western Reformatiom; given expressiszn %5 the ides of
personal freedom in the temehings of John Hue and the
Husaite xcholﬁ.' eome Czechs thought that they could also lead
in the>zefornatien:i1t§in comsunisn which, true'éuéhgh, does
appesr to have developed seome of the rigidity and suthori-
torianise of medieval Roman Catholiszm, The';ragressiva socialists
in cther countries like Poland and Hungary which also bdong
to the non-Slavic or western Buropean tradition would then
follow suit, there weuld be help from the powerful cozguniet
parties of Ifaly &nd France; perbaps the weatern powers also,
who desire the downfall of Soviet hegemorny, would lend,enpport.
Even the writers and intellectuals of the Soviet Uniam

would be on their side.
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%% giatory has proved Duboek tragioally mistaken.
The only natiem that tried ¥4 Join the snti-Soviet revolt was

neiiher Polaid nor Hungary, bat réther Romania. The massive =
revolt of Romsnia has st least temporarily wnd partislly been
chocked by Seviei militery ﬂur 'The rumblinge im Poland

have alsoc been dewli) ﬁt&,ahﬂ for ths time deing. Th
internsl prutest of irithu%ﬁﬁiﬁ%iﬁt&ii&ﬁ%ﬁ&lé'titﬁin the Soviet

Union is being suppressed %mu:lm and ruthleszness.

What Bubcel WA Kis Crionds failed to take tnto
ascount zas the fact that thé authoritics of the Soviet Uniom

gan ast st the presant aomt afford the incursion of parsonal
freedam of expression intd e communist network without basically
endsngering the cxisteiice of thu¥ neiwork, At present this nete
work constitutes the bulwark¥ ‘of opposition to the western
capitslist domfnation of the wirld. Je wze also wrong in hoping
that the western powsrs would dare te zurzort him in open defiance
of the Soviet Union and risKing the danger of a nuclear -

holocsust that could destroy Bamanity altogether.

Hromadke and Ondes, the President snd the General
Seoretery of the CFC, nrsf:-ra@ﬁff;y supporting tne Jubecek id-éology.
So wes CFC vice-Fresident Secrge Uasalis of ¥rance supported by

west -‘Garﬁny'a-&iaywnms and ‘Fetherlsnd?s Johannaes De Graaf,



-8

Britan‘s David Paton wes also for the Dubcek approach, and wes
represented in thouﬁié 6¢i@1tt&os“§y;$ra§e'Jieohy,‘a lawyer
vell-versed in the art of vhetorfic and scheming. The Latin
Americans in the CPC with the exception of Cuba's Arce-Hartines,

ware also of the same basic orientation. Asians and Africans

were generally inolfsmed

one sxeeption, and ﬁﬁﬁfﬁi&rae of passicn varied.

In viiﬁ*ﬁéﬂfhie lerge anti-Varsaw Paot
opposition, it ie iﬁﬂiﬁifdh&able that the Working Committes of
the CFC when it met at Mess Hassy near Feris a few months after
the Prague Spring, found itself confronted with & demand to
condenn uneqaivocaiiy‘ihé Sarsaw Fact action in Czechoslovakia.
But the present writer could not understand how the western
participents in the ¥orking Committee could expect the membera
of the Working Committes and of the Internstionel Secretariat
from Warsaw Pact countries to go back to their countries and
continue to live and work, sfter such a resclution was adopted
hy the exegutiVa body of the C.F,C. Uid my western friends
axvect that ﬁho people from the ¥Warsaw Pact couniries would then
lecve the CPC, sovthatfibé went and the Two-third Yordd could
take over the CPC? Or was ithe demand mainly an atbempt
to clear their own conscience and’puhlic iazge? Were there mnot
wiser ways of doing that than seeking a working coumittee

reszclution condemning the Warsaw Pact setion?
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The CPC could very well have ended at Massy
in 1968, The situation was temporarily saved by & compromise
draft which expressed both points of view sbout the Warsaw.
Pact intervention. But the Gauldron had only begun tc boil.

Pollouint thia uphaaval in the working committee
- there was a great deal ltiadh&ic debaia about the events in
. Czechoslovakia, and abews the orisis in the CPC, - The American

members of the Uorkins lsemmitiec and International Secretariat
felt'SPeqially,enberrsiﬁadygsincegnne.6f the chargses raiced
in the debate was that the U.S5.A, did not coms to the aid of
Dubcek because of U.S. imterest in maintaining the Pax Russo-
Americana. For the Americans in the CrC, not to side with the
Czechs and the West Europeans would be to support the Pax
Russo-imericana. I knﬁn«of-the intense mentezl struggle of the
late Harold Row in this regard, and his temporariiy taking
sides with the West Buropeans withoul conviction, end later
changing his atand, before he died, in a lietter of apology to.
the C.P.C.

In,thafnqanwhiie¢£romadka and Ondra had been
making apeeches and giving pres: oonf?renc 4 wneguivocally
_condemning Warsaw Pact action. This was;eourageaus. even if
misguided, on their part, for if the Dubcek experinent failed,ss
it was bound to, these two men could no longer play an active

role either in the CPC or im their own country. After listening
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o a Press Conference given by Ondra in my own home town,
I came to the conclusion that Undra would ne longer be allowed
to continug as Geners}l Secretary of the CPC, and told him so,-

At the eeting of the Vorking Committee in

_ Buchow, (G.D.R.) im ¢ or 1969, participents from the Warsaw
Pact pount:;;tes_ a,_ejrm?f;t“: : ficizé.i ’Ge;xe:gl S_eq:e'ta.rx_ Ondra for
not carryi;\agipu‘_; -thkej‘f,.?_i\';v\_"",‘_t'il'.‘:l_.ves of the Working Comaittee and for
general inefficiency, Nome o thase cha{ges.were Justified,
but it was obvious that the purpose was to force him to ;i‘j.gn.
ﬂroma@ka and others defended Ondre, and un@ra did got reé;gg.

at least iumediately,

-~ S

In...a"ueﬁth however, Ondr‘a‘ res:l.gna;l,__» no doubt
under pressure. HAromadks resigneid in protest, end soen sfier,
died.

In February 1970, the Vice-Chsirmen met in
- Hoscow with Metropolitan Rikodim, the Chaizman of the contination
Committee, presiding. *ne duties of the deceased President
were taken over by & yrasidim compose? of the seven Vice-
chairmen - Ha—tropo_l’ijégn Rikodin of the USSR as Chairmen cof the
presidium, the other lsix being indriamanjato of Yadagascar,
Bartha of Hungary, Casalis of France, Arce-iiartinez of Cuba,

Kloppenburg of Jest Germany and Thempy of India.
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negotiate with them the terms for their deturn. The
absentes group chose three spokesmen (Casalis, de Graaf and
France) and the negotiatioms: over:lunch were ﬁassionate.
Finglly‘raason*prBVailed, an&%%ke?offer was made on behalf of
the Wbrkihgecomnitteef%hat,iihziibenteeswshould-que back

on the condition"thetithe-tﬁiéi item on the agenda after their

return would be=a%dinou§éﬁﬁﬁéﬁtﬁﬁhe circumstances. of Ondra's.

resignation, and that they Wi ~be free to remain or go. out

after this discussion. . Thi#k#ms the maximum concession that

oouldﬁbevofferedvbyutheaﬁ”f;_“a

Yhen the thﬁéaaapokesmen’preaentad the proposal .
tc the abseniees, the first reaction was in favour of accepting
the proposed terms, I .understand. I was not present and therefore

cannot vouch for what happeﬁed¢ What I have heard from reliable

>

sources iz that s young persen, who was only z substitute for &
member and quite unaoquainted with ihe inner dynamics of the CPC
mede a "revolutionary" speech, which unfortunaiely became so
decisive for the future of the CPC, He wanted, I am told, that .
the absentaes should-regard themselves as revolutionaries in a-
struggle against the "“establishment" rerresented by Nikodim, that
it was of the essence of rgvolutionary theory that accepting a
couproumise on what appezrs: like very favourchle terms would e

be to blunt the revolutionary struggle,.and therefore that the most-

fair terms offered by the Working Committee should be rejeoted.-



- ‘The ‘orisis blew up in the mesting of ‘the
Working Committee in Prague, on the 27th of Fobrusry 1970,
The presidium prow :

¥d the appointment of Tolish Romsn
Gaﬁhﬂlid“pariinihtiiiiﬁ Dr. Jamuss Wekowsk{ ss Zoting -

Genersl Secretary, ~Séme mémbers demanded thatt therse should

be a discussion of “¥E§ vircumstances under which Ondra and

Hromadka had to resiigh; Wut thie wae not conceded. The

debate was furiﬁﬁ#*hiﬁﬁiasaiohate. Finally, towards the oourse
of the mm evening, Cheirmen Bartha forced n vote on the
proposal (o appuint Makowski aes Adting Cencral Secretary, and
it was approved, with no -omv agsingt, and only Casalis end

Kloppenburg fornelly sbstaining.

The next morning five mcmbers of the Yorking
Committee (out of a total of 27) and four members of the
International Seovetariat (out of 13 - the Secretariat members have
no Qntc in the‘ﬁ.c.) did not ceme to the seassion, and sent a
letter announcing their temporary suspersion of coopersiion with

the Working Committee and the Intermatiensl Secretariat.

’ When' ‘the letter war read in the Working Committee,
the immediste reaction was that the members rresent should go aheac
with the work without the absen: members. On the proposal of the
_praneht writer, however, =z commission of three members (Nikodim
znd Verghese from the Working Committee, Bassarak from the

Taternational Seerétariat) wasz to meat the zbsent group and



«-13

There sust bawe besn some mentzl paralysis

in the ahnuue gx-ou;p, fdr ‘thie latber viem proveiled; apd they

sent & messags to the- Comsittes thai ihey ware unwilling
to come back to thd !om ‘Mittea. but would send ome spokesman

to oxplain the reastme: i heir absencs. Since already -there

»68 a feeling in the | ;Comaittes that the tsras offersd
‘£0 “the ‘shseniess mm&mmzat wes required, ihe negative
 reply\of-th;.shanntuniff then furious. The Working Comzittee
‘decided to go abhead Mﬂmimeinws -without the ah_.a,#_nie‘sa N

sincs the meetings -hﬁ?sééh»-cmaludea that evening. The sbaantess

ware [ree to come baek 3f they wantad.

The lsuh_tééucn¥ developaants were inevitabla.
A rival group in West vécmau;f wga recogpiseds ihe absantees
whe suspendaed éoapara»ti¢n in eriting, ware net invited to
xus subsequent msetings. They wers Tolid iz writing thet they
gould come back i they withdrer their letivz of nonecooperation,
Crly Harold Row rescted by anwounoing hie willingness %o
cooparah, but % ho paased away in July 1971.. ‘The Workinmg.
Committes in their meeting of Hareh 1921 snugpended coouperation

with the Prench reglonel commiites for ihoir anti=-UPC activities.

The Fovrth AGR4 hae declarse ite aillinsneu
to reacespt t iissiéeats if the lattar are «illing to resuse

cooperation. That is where the zatter now siands,
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111 THE EEW LEADERSHIP

th Azsembly has unenimonsly eleoted
Ketropolitan Kiksdiif “President of the €0, The Uentinustion
comuittes, acatins_ii:iﬁh_ﬂctaker, 1971, hay alzc unanimously,

without even sn;“;fgfif%iqﬁsg eleeted dr. Earoly Toths- sznor
General~ﬁdor9t§rr'g£g§kﬂ 8ungarian Council ol Churshes, ic be
Gencral Secretary q{fﬁﬁg-ﬁo%ém¢nt. The new vicu-Fresidents
arcs Hoshalski (fest Germsny), Andrizmanjato (ﬁaaagsscap){i
3arthe (anggarxag'?ﬁéﬁﬁwh(lngia}iéailétern {Svitzerland), Arce-
ﬁirtinai”(ﬁﬁba);’gnégﬂpk?yski.(?éiéﬁﬂ).
lrﬂﬂagjégésgthis cﬁanéé infiéaﬁﬁréﬁip -affect

‘the UPCY | | R

Kromaﬂht wus a ref@rmsﬂ theclogian: zidely .
respedted and: trusted in tha féent I “is undercisndable that

Nikodim, ‘being Ortnaé‘“faaé & GitxPen of the Soviet Union, would

not easqy%tha~ssapg'jf;§§:uifzrvst. TBut wse Theve-&ny other

reslistic optien?

Totk 48 an able orgenizer snd specker and was

tre besi poscible choice in the civounstences,”
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Ehore was‘=m§ :f”“'¢an in the: presidius heroro.
and there 18 nona BOW, 1 iaﬁtechnicallg_gomaiblﬂ tc olcct
an Amefzcan Tice~?resident.d’ re is no reagson ‘why this should

ynat bc done,

: #réﬁé.tkgt~thecayeiha§ ﬁaeo-;
‘less demosratic with tn£‘$;w. i,azi;hip. I find no basis for
iﬁia argument. OCf course » 7{“" Burope and-ﬁcrth~ﬁmerica will
net be allowed to doninstc.iyt ;f&, but this wes the ‘came hefbre.
The "two-third world® is playing a larger and more influential
'rols in the CFC, ané tbis<ttn&nue3 seens lika&y to grow. The
main 1eadership is ccnnuatfattd in dzgtern murupe.f The aoniaance

of Czech reformed. ‘k‘°1°83 is 3 bﬁhna ruplueed by a sisflar

?”variety of Hast Garmsa yﬂ_m]f*;*”m‘”ﬂ aeems no.worae, There is

:ne aansar ‘of aaatern 0:-'“  f ihaolog. &czinatlng. °1nce it lacks

- hHe intcllecthal pawer nteucaaxy .In the Czechoébvakian participaticn
E”itaexf Ahere is & shift from the'dominznce of the Czeche to that

of the~'16vskiaas. The intcillctpal lsadership” 13 nct 1n the

hands of East Germans &ud aleunkiaﬂt.

"'ﬁ% ewn inprasaion is that ihe CFC has matured in
the process of coming through the ci*ﬁle, axi gruater and RCTe

understanding participatzon 01 kerth émar*car anu vugt Supopesan

"”,C? ’s 1imited contribution to“-
Y
to be csluely and the CFC

“hrxstlans ‘can only atrengthl
.peaee in the rarld.a:?ha:ttt

gh the tsilewind is still
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-the base of the ooeial.cg_t:

ay the Sovj.et: TUnion, .

from the Jndseo-hnia\im
polit:.eal methodology are:

| 1 cuit‘u‘eo
If all tm:l.oziu u'e hintoribal\.t;{\
‘ean there be one idoelm that -is lnypoudly uientiﬁ.é\ Baa

~ued, how
‘When. there is a rillingmn m tlie pm ef hrxs;ats to Qca'beohk

“te?
their :ldoology and mkp it am ’co chuge th:ongh nore ‘ ; stive hypo,
'thuu whieh are more tarue ta ro;litn, 1t may betome mor aeientifiu.

ay jﬁzﬁb@tﬁos following = .—

The true nature of a ﬂimﬁﬁo ideology is that it is opqn to continuoun A

revision in the l.tght of W 89 _that the experieqee can corro-
borata or call in Lottiﬂﬂw*%*hﬁis. ) |

“ \.‘_ AT

1’ m’.

But eoononiei is not the whole of human existence, as
lurx hiuelf, whether early or late, wonld haVe readilr aﬂmitted. To

him the cultura.l superstru&tue vas of naramoxmt importa.nce, and the im~ .

porta.nce of the economic m?dcri:ved from the faot thet the econcmic was
m&mido

~
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come ts 8 som pIi.dzt. ﬁmtr:let imch as emlwm; thare mh
dialogue was' eagorly svmonll by Nsrxists as o new step forwerd, his very.
move sraa ntilind by A sy elements to sabotage the socialist eystem
from withine A8 & rewl;‘_ ilogue has besame s bad word mmonb ‘Marxists
in many countries. Wha : }uve been a creative experienée for both
Marxists and for ch:ris "w begun to be seen as a dangeroua
enterprise opaning - the &o' {_ 8eois liberal’ reactionary thought
entering within the soei ' ___md m&emning it from within, by

opening it up to Capitelisk

But. _}.an Marxist dialogue is absolutely
essential both for’ Ghrishm q&ﬁ for Marxiste, if they sare to remain epen
to the sum-total of reality viﬁont fear. TFrecisely, however, beeause
the Christian side is often n@me:lonaly open to infiltration by resction-
ary elements, it becomes mmt to be wigilant that the dialogue should
noy be linited to Christisns whiss loyalty to the socialist symtem is
beyond question. T de holi ﬂ)&t there are sueh Ghrutim in Asaia,
though they have to be Bought #wk from obseurity, for, given the fudal
bourgecks structure of the shurghes in Asis, 1t is highly unlikely that
‘people with a socialist com:lt:_nsnt would be formed in large numbers among
the official leadership of the 'ﬂmrchel. It beaomes thus imperative to
seout out Christian laymen wilh a seeialist commitment and suffisient
intellectual formation in Chris nity, with which type of Ghristian lay-
men narxiﬁ nay engage in dﬁ.aiagna‘ "Ltheut fear.

This ‘is the mew direction for the Christian Peace
Conference itmelf ~ %o shange its muegy and look foxr lqnen with

socialist oommitment outside ‘the mialiat countries ‘who m be pariiei-
pants with us in neek:l,ng a strategy for Peace in Asia as uu as elsevhere
in the worid. The talaetion of suoh laynm ahou‘;l.d not he on the basis of
vhether they are pro-ﬂev:let, or’ prMhinese ox pro-any aﬁar country or
Tegion, but becauss they are m Mﬂians vith a gonuim soe:lnl:lst
comitneat. AR

The word “OH

importad;, The extent .to which Wlecome unfaithiul to that commitment

..‘....25
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to Gh:int. and turn our mevun«n* into a politioal tool ‘of any powsr-bloc,
would be the measure of our t"ﬂ?”i'
never be ashamed of our cennﬁ‘[f;

as a Ghristian movement, We ahall

.30 Christ, and our commitment- to soeialisn
anlg'be an integral pary of ‘Shat comnitment to the God=Msn Jesus Christ,
curﬂﬁord and Javiour,

ffjly"soeitliat commitmant. !hera ia no
A8¥ Ohriptiens will give up their commitment
to Christ as & result of dialos& ffaeither ahould Christians expeet that
Marxists would becoma convertéd to ehriatzanity by dialogue. The purpose
of dialogue is to bring tuscthn: 4l the progressive ‘forses to work for
pesee, and to correat eanh~othgrkbx exposure %o ;eality.as experienced,

need for ﬂarxiats to nnppoac ]

Hera perhuaps lies another area for the Ghristian
Peace Conference to work om. The theoclogy and the worship of the Chureh
hag to be penetrated asazn vith the eoneern for peaee with justice for all
mankind. The consciousneas of the Shureh should teke up again incessant
prayer for peace and jumtice in “the world. Por it is @od alone who een
bring peace; as men dedicate themselves to pray and work for pesce with
Justiee., The spiriitusl dimension belongs integraily to humanity, and
any gemuinescientific humaniem will be wnfaithful to itmelf if it'ignoro.
that dimension, If the - christian Pesce Gonference is almo ausked into the
seoularist whirl pocl of tha dncadant West, then szome of us would begin to
lose intereet in it. For 4% ie in tie name of Christ who became incamate,
died, Tose again and is yet to eome to judge 211 history that soms of us are
', in in this movement. The partial end temperary blindness of western civi-
RN lization to the transcendent values of the Christian faith should.
}ot be allowed to dominate the Christian Peace Confarenoe, whose specific
1ue.11t? for many of uz has been that it is notdominated by the west,
Me GPC has only recently won & battle against that domination. May
&rist continue to use the GPC 48 2 major instrument of his glorious
hrposes for Peacs with justice in the whole of humanity.
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