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CLOUDS OF WAR AND HOPES FOR PEACT

13 )
2o
The issues of war mg peaco are aguin on the top of v apenda
in India today.

‘What started out as peaceful war gnimes in Fukistan nid dudin
suddenly took on the dimensions of w militngy eanfrontation, -
Those with inside knowledge fearod imminent hrek-out of war,
There is no doubt indeed that it was in fuol 0 marsive contron-

onahmdfmet&omexthm-mot ] i‘ron

ion at the military level ‘With peaceful mutual coimultation gt
the civil service lovel. We are now told that the voulintions have
been successfully concluded. As of provent wettil troop with-
‘drawals seem to have begun. Lot us hope (hut nunity will nlways
prevail over trigger-happy military muadue

A war botween Pakistan and Indin, whocver wing in the end,
can only bz a disservice to both wuions. 11 will servo only the

How much did this confrontation cout tho Lax-payors in Pakistan
and India ? - 'We will probably ncver he told,  Bul we know (hat
the cost runs jnto crores of rupees. I we were wisor we could
probably have created thousids of joby for the poor and the
unemployed with that- moncy. Wo coukl have built schools for
the illiterate, organised hcalth dclivery progeammes for the rural
poor, provided drinking watcr and vlcdmﬂ.y or our sullering
villages.

We who have bzen accusing the U.S.A, and the U.S.8.R. Tor
heavy military spending, havo now proved to be worso ollendors
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in terms of the percentage of military expenditure in our national
‘budgets.

And the secrecy that these military ions and
costs force us into helpless ignorance of what is going on in our
nations, of how many of our people die, of how our money. is
spent. War and war preparations.can also be used, as we
well know, for the curtailment of our civil liberties and human
rights.

The.one redeeming feature of the récent Indo-Pakistan ilitary
tonfroritation has been as stated above, the willingness to sit down
together -and negotiate at the level of governments even while
hostile armies stood on both sides menacing each other. Here we
have set a. pattern. for others—Iran-Iraq, USA-USSR, China<
Vietnam, Israel-Arab wlons, hbyn—Chnd, and s0 on. We hnve
been able to come to a d for troop withd,

00 or redvtion of forces and rmiaments

ground for proteiting:.
nuclear capnbility In J of plntonmm supphus emnml for

nuclear weap our stockpile is many times larger than
that of Pakistan. :

1t is clear'that nuclear weapons cannot be used.. They are good
only for false prestigo and deterrent might. Now that both India
and Pakistan have achieved nuclear war capability, it is time. that
both_of us together took some major initiatives for world-wide
mnclear disarmament. If as Asian nations, we could get together
with-the other Asian nuclear power, namely the People’s Republic
of China, we would probably get a better hearing in the global
_areng than we hl.vo hitherto been able to get.

. * . *

Among the signs of hope in the international sphere we welcome
the Soviet Union’s declared willingness to negotiate separately the
withdrewal of Medium Range Missiles without tying them to the
package deals talked about at Reykjavik.
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Wlut we need dmpentely tochy isa concrete beginningto nuclear
I of diatc or Medium Range
missiles would Imdly constitute that first step. We nced actual
destruction of nuclear weapons by both sides. There are technical
questions about the actual consequences of nuclear arms destruc~
tion. These are dependent on how t.hey are destroyed. . But not
all the can be’ ly now. There is
the whole qnesuon of how the devices are to be dctonated, how the
nuclear fuel in these weapons is to bs disposed of, how tho delivery
systems are to be converted to creative civilian usc. Some things
we will find out only after some devices have been actually disposed
Pgychologically we are in urgent need of a first step in the
duction "of ' these h i duction, -

Dot just 2 token one.
. nummmmmummmmm
A8.A. nov the USSR neods ovon ons-enth of their present
i of nuclear weapons.and, delivery systems to destroy each
vadmorto deter” E«m Whamumtouﬂ%mdwfwn
ot’all nuclear weapo: di nd theatre ?

That will be a great ncnﬁcml-symbokc dct which will turn
the tide of the nuclear arms race. Once the two leading nuclear
powers aro able to da this, there can be further negotiations bring-
ing in the other leading nuclear powers like France, Britain and
China, as well as potential nuclear powers like India, Pakistan,
Israel, South Africa and many others.

- If the recent military confrontation would thus lead to a new
agreemment on the part of China, Pakistan and India (it would help
if Pakistan had a democratically elected civilian government)
to take some initiatives for global nuclear and conventional dis-
armament, the clouds of war over our frontiers now will turn into
a real sign of hope—for poace.

What all of our nations of the earth need is an international
system, democratically controlled by -all nations, of common
security. This will climinate the need for military confrontations
such as we have just had. It will also eliminatg the nced. for
nuclear and conventional forcey and weapons,
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Common security means moving beyond the principle of
national i toa i to global h ity and to
an international community of free nations responsible to ‘each

" other. Common security will demand a high-technology inter-
national monitoring system. We have the technology for this.
‘We can find out all about all nuclear tests, all war preparations, all
deployment of arms and forces, through a central monitoring
system, This system will have to be owned and demiocratically
controlled by all nations together,

The structure of common security will also need mechanisms
of resolving conflicts through peaceful means, supported by
adequate power to enforce and implement its decisions. The
‘United Nations will have to become a regular parliament of nations
with authority in eemm specific areas of international co-operation
and conflict 3 As the for security
dovelops; there should be mmmuomltrmyhnnmgull nuclear
mm'mmw‘ and all other weapons of mass

formulated by the Contre.for discussion in the Churches and other
groups. Only thit way the vision of a world without war, without
pom of mass dutnwuon, with co-operation in science and
it f space and the high

seas, can bogin to become real.

—PAULOS MAR GREGORIOS
(Guest Editor)
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