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Yresident Reager and his admini tration are
noew sericusly worrieﬂ t&out ‘the uhrisbian churches® .

resclute oyp@sxtian &Q,h@s‘waz_policxes.

The most telld
came from the Pastors
Gishops of the USA
the bBishops on #Hay i
yhlua, ing vote i

. @XPY ssion of such opposition
ter of the Roman Ustholic
was appoved and notified by
3, in a historic meeting in
erwhelming 238 in favour and

only 9 opposed. R
G el
The title of e document is "The Challenge
of Pepacet God's Rramﬁﬁs and iJI Hesponse®. The document,

‘running to sone hundyed pages, was agiwved only after
& long wrocess of drafting and discussion and e-éraftiﬁq
ok twé yéars.. It was the third draft that was approved
n Chicago in Saye: There iz a rumour uoxng around tﬁqt
“rogident h@aaan was.9o B8 séared of the First sraft and
not nav&rg~succeadwé in puiting direct pressure on the
hisheps to tone it duua, sent .ice-v&eqigen Zeorge
Bush to sze the Pope dn Rome and -ask him to use his autio-
rity to bring the bishops under contrule -The only fac:s
we know are that %ien-9res1aént deorge Bush did go to
nome ang seu tha Pope last year, and that Lqraanal

of Uhicago, the main architecht of the document as
well as Apchnisiop John Roach of #inncapollis, Fresident
of the Latholie bzshaas' vonference of the UsbeAs had
been summonsd to the Vatican around that time,
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Speaking "as pastors, rot politicians® the bishaps

_nrqe a halt in orogduction and developsment of new ﬁuclear

weapons,. The rule out the first use of nuclear weapons
rand Cannoi imagine sggektuaticn in which nuclear retali~-
atisn can e qut;ﬁ_ They say they are "highly.zkggtif
cal abou:i the minodl f ‘a limited nuclesr war®. They
state clearly that { ends, defendiny one's country,
orotecting: Free by Cannot justify iwmoral &eaﬁs,

the use of Wéapun‘ kill indiscriminately and threa-
ten whols societies The bishops endarse the xlghé of

mmmeadand iy abiockfan ta mIldtarr cErvie .




A similar, Sut'milder, 7¢ page document has bheen
issed by the 68 Roman Catholic wishops 5f .est Germany.
Thi document reoresents & lioveral esta:lishuent rpoint of
view cn nuclear weapoB8 and on deterrence, and has been
welcomed by representative politician from the major
gruuoin;s in sest Geragny, the Social Lemccrquic rarty,
the Lhristian Uemocratig Union, ancu the Grevms,

I

The Dutch ﬂomaneﬁg#hoiic Bishops dnd the Hungarian
€, tholic bzshops alsc Newve issu. d statecents condemning
nucl»dr war, as also %he Roman Catholic hierarchies of
Gersan Uemocratic Hepublic, ausiria, rracnce, as well as
England and walese The Irish bishops' statement is in
the L'osservatore Homamo weckly cdition of August 22-29,
196 3. '

The nonedatnolie Churches have Leen even moxe
vocal and forthright im condemning nuclezr ware The
most racent such statement came from the Assemily of
the .orld Council of Churches. depresentatives of the
300 member churches came ¥from 100 countries for the .Ci's
8ixth Assembly, in Vancourver, ({anada, from July 24th to
August 10th, 1923. e can only quote snippets from its
thousands of pages af-&oéumentationi

”ﬁé call upon the Churches, especiailg those in
turope, both fast and west, and in Horth rmerica, te
redouzle their efforts te canvince their governments
to reach a negotiated settlenent {on arms reduction),
and to hurn a awny, before it is toc lite, from plans to
deploy additional eor aiw nuclear weapons in Lurope, and
to fegin immediately ¥ reduce and then eliminate aliogether
present nuclear forel

*se urge the G fhes as well to intensify their
efforts to stop the § 1y rowing deploym=nt of nuclear
weapons and su-port sfitems in the Indian ana Facific
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The sane docuﬂent~askedlthe Churches to consider
ard adopt thg fsllowing'pqs§tion§.

"{a) a nuclear wa® ¢an nevor be justifieds

Y

(b} a nuclear wag&s unlikely o remain "limited”;
sc talk 90?9 ;  imi»ed nuclear war" is danjerous;

Bintially or actually possessing

{c) all nations
' fﬁhﬁuld unieguivocally ronounce

nuclear weap
“first use"; 3@
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? the con ceﬁiﬁﬁ! deterrence, the credibility of
. which aepandt_gn the poseible use of nucles
WEELONS, is«#ﬁ-be rejected as morally unaccepte
able amnd as iﬁcapable of safeguarding peace and
srcurity in the long=torm®. |

(ed "the prodiuction and depioyment of nuclear weapons
as well as their use constitute a crime against
humanity, and therefore there should be a complete
halt in the‘é;bductian of nuclear weapons and in
weapans,resé;xCh and develepment in all notions,
to be expeditigusly enforced through a-tféaty"

The general thrust of the wsse~“ly was that -
nuclear weapons should be ae—legzt;ums d and banned 2y intere
patisnal treaty. There were several statoments wiich took
cizar and unequiV@tai‘pbsitidns against the arms race-anc
militarism in general and especislly against nuclear wespons
and delivery systenise The Assesbly took stronuy stands on
the unavoicai:iiity of the churéhes confronting the alnority
uqvern“cﬁb of south Africa; acainst the illegazl Seuth African
ace }ation of Hamibla, for ihe withdrawal of Israeli troops
from all tezritorles accuﬁzed in 1967 and from ¥3% Xarixgsshvw.-
ﬁxaupinﬁxXn Lebanon, for “the implemenation of the
rights of the Palestiifllans to seli-detemminction including
the right of estaﬁlfg a sovereign Falestinian state®

The Assceml pogoved a-puhlic stateinent on
Lentral America, whi id among other things.

"uatenala BB the sast vear has witnessed mass.
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which defy belief. .espite the magnitude of economic,
political awd milifary ressurces pro wided to the reyise
hy 2he Lebe uav@rnm@nt, the 1 salvadorcan goVernment
‘has demwnstirated an 1nabilzty to curb human rights vige
latiors and to amplemant needed TifolMessecene
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i e :7Iicics of e nonduran governmoni tbr&aten the
“territorizl s eigntg of Nicaragua snu cause considerable
harrassment Lo ruvugeaﬁlfrb& £l 5alvador” eevese

v\l

“Anprgximazﬁiy 3&!&005 human beings have bDeen foxcod
Lo flee their couniry qﬁﬁ one miililon moze have been wis-
stacsd from their homss.3n Guatenala aione®.

ihe aasvwbiy paid tricute to the life—affirming

actions of the wcoplo of Hicaragua, commenied thesd
cy and heglth programmes, their land reform and
liberiiese ‘*t.CQ&leé-aagan s destablization efforts in
Wicavagua "an afiront to life"...." fully capable of
sluncing not only the gountries of Centrzl America but also
those of the Carxibbean into deeper suffering and widespread
loss of 1ife,.... and undercuts the legitimate call ana

trezale of the poor throughout the region for an end to
explo**ation"

It is weil'kﬁdwn'that the Hussian Grthodox Church,
with the‘ce-@peration of é&iher churches and religicns, has
taken a leading role in the Peace #ovement. In 1977 (June
6-10) the «orld conferences ieligions workers for Lasting
Peacw, CGisarmasent and Just ielations among Hations, made
a major impact on the movement. This was followed by the
equally impbrtani ﬁotld Lonfcrencé (600 participants from
90 eountries) on saving the sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear
Catastrophe (ﬁﬂsCOW, IQF!) ang the Hound Ta: sle on the
rconomic and ioral Jonsequences of a Huclear Freeze (Mo scow,
19682 !

ckastern and western Churches are

‘ je of Feace on their agenda, since
all of them sense tHiBinent peril of a nuclear holocatiste
bince that peril seem®Btill only.more Lmminent than before,
t is to be expected that Yhe Christisn lhurcies will

Fracticaily 4
now hithlizhting the
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4, The injustice is not only in théwastage of 6% of our gross
production for destroying people rather than for building them
up. The crux of the issue is that thce remaining 94% i'g also
unjustly distributed, through structures which ensure that a
major portion of that 94% as well as of the 64 will flow directly
into the pnckets of the privileged classes of the world, i.c.
about 800-million people among the world's 4000 million. The use
of the 655 is not only to get profits from military production,
but also to protect the structure which unjustly distributes a
good parit of the remaining 94%, especially outside the socialist
economies. g

5. The time is now to stop the escalation of military spending.
The arias race has already entered space. Large sums are likely

to be budgeted this year and in the coming years to finance a
space-based defence system which will make all nations = the

whole of huitanity - insecure, more unjust and badly panic ridden.
The research on space-based anti-missile and anti-satellite
activity through Lascr and Particle bpeams should be stopped now-
if ever we arc going to have a worlé without weapons of mass
destruction and of mass war. It may be too late to take these
things out of space, once they are launched.

X X X

Ccnclusion

Justice and Peace are integrally related
to each other. In India as wecll as elsewhere the Peace Movement
should be simultaneously committed to disarmament and to just
national and international economic orders. The struggle must
begin at the level. of kelping the people become fully aware of
the relation between war and injustice.
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