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Imagine that yow are standing on the stump of a giant red-
wood tree that has dust bhee XN t tree weigh-—
ing over Z000 tons and was over 100 : tall, & spire of
lignin and cellulose. A strange thing about this tree is that
during its life nearly all of it was des . a tres
grows, there i1s dust a thin skin of e around the
circumference. The woood inside is the bark that
protects the delicate tissue. More cent of the
tres we stand on was dead before VAT W

Mow i bthis way a tree is very like the earth iltself.
Ar-ound the surface of the earbh i a thin skin of living tissue
of which both trees and homs : Z il @iy are
deac, 2lthough both are eiih ducts of life or
it possible
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that the earth is alive like the tre

taining system named
some colleagues

My view of the earth se
Gaia like one of thosze forest
are beginning to take this ] - prefer to see
the e:srth as Just a ball of rock mod ol by the ocean. I+
mainstream science i1s right and the sarth iz like this, it
might not matter what we do Lo 1t as long as we don’™t foul it
too much for or own good.

But what if instead the esarth living organism in
which typically the separabe speci pendable?™ I+ a
species such as humans adversely =@ i e sEnvironmaent, then
in time it will be eliminated with no more pity than is shown
by the micro-brain of an TCEM on cowse to ibs target. I+ ALhe
earth is like this. then to face the hard task of
redntegrating creation, or 1 ) bhe part of the
earth and not separate from it.

The life of the scientist used bto be that of the natural

Mer closely in touch with
and e

from sl
of the
e e
Brivel iono,

philc

L oworld. It was a
} ; I somelimes
from sensory
per cent of us
living world if
emzll fresh air,

wonder i+ the loss of
el ovation. A
live in citi
zan no longer hear L

. the starae™

City 1aife 15 A
rengthens the
nothing im-

The attraction of tb
soap opera that never ends.
heresy of humanism, that mare
portant happens that is nobt s




City livimg corrupts. senee of priority
over environmental hazard., : ome inordinately obsessed
about personal mortality. We tend to ignore the consequend
of gresnhouse oumualation, agrei and for
clearance. We are wibnes te : of creation
wilthout realzing we are the cause.
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The humid tropics are bobh o kali
heartl and of Gaia. That habitat i removed at ruthless
pace, Yelt in the First World we try tify Lhe preserva-
tion of the traopical forests on the {feeble grounds that they
are home of rare species—-— even of plants containing rare drugs
that, could cure cancer. This coulad be, and yet the tropic
foral are so much more tharn that.,  Through their capacity to
evaporate vast volumes of water, tihe for ok themsel ves
vl by wearing a sunshade of whi et ] : S Their
replacemsnt by crude cattle farming could precipit a dis—
aster for the billions of poor in the Thivd World.
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maderation and malign only in
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Yet rnone of then evil if

that are harmnless in
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ation.

I gspeak as the shop stewsard
acttractive forms oif life. My o
tharn humans. I have taken this
who speak for people. To see Lhe :
makes tangible the concept of s ardship.  We can stay as
selfish as we are but be guided in ow selfishness to keep a
warld that 1s healthy and beautiful-— for owr grandchildren and
owr obher partners in Gaia.
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