The relation of a particular Indian
philosophical system to the soclo-economic
and cultura]l milien vithin which 1t arosge
has not yet beenn artioulated in a generally
aceepted form, Some think that all philosophical
systems form part of a super-structure largely a
determined by the underlying sub-structure of
s0 cio=-economic relations in & glven soclety.
Others on the contrary see the contribution
of the milien %o a philosophy as minimal,

It will be useful, wherever adeguate data

are 8vallable to &gsess the extent to which

the cultural milien supplies the bagic categories
of thought, shapes the perception of the central
problen in human existence, and influences the
choice of 1ife-1deals to be pursued, One may
also find, an examining the evidence, that the
proportion between the influence of social milien
and that of the personal experience of the
philosopher varies from cage to oasge,

It has been argued, but not yet convineingly
demonstrated, that the purpose of most aystems of
philosophy 13 ™ legitimize existing povwer structures
and stratifications of authority, or alternatively
to guestion authority structures in society, in
order o validate the claims of a group slovly
climting to the top. The issue needs o bde
studied in relation t & representative sampling
of Indian philosophical systems.
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Fven those who argue for the strict subd.
structure - super-structure dichotomy admit that
i1deas arising in the superstructure in turn reict
vn the sub, structure giving direction to needed
social and economic change. A Seminuar to agsess
Indian philosophy in the World Oontext can profit
from studies, from somewhat opposing ideoldgiocal
standpoints on the question L

To what extent, 1f any, does the gocio-
mi c and tu ni influence th

origin of and become inluenced by the gpread
of particular Indian phi hies ¢

Toes soclety create philosophy 2

Toes philosophy change soolety 2 Fow ?

The studies should document the angvwer to these
questions, as well as to the question of how
social and personal experiences influence or
shéare & philosophy.

It has been argued, for eximple, that the
cagte aystem wag a way of resolving social conflict,
Systematic and regorous Indian philosophy does not,
some say, engage in overt Justifications of the
caste system, or seék ™ legltimize the domination
by one cagte over the others, Is this s ?

Does any school of Indian philosophy (e.g. Madhwa)
consciously strive to provide galvanisation for a
socl ety under threat of being overvhelmed by a
strident outside culture ¢



Many Indian philosophies appedr t
present a pratipakgha %o an existing
pratipakgha, was this & gocial need of one
group asserting itself over against another 7
Is this not a8 reflection of the soclescul tural
milieu in a particular philosophy 2



