. HAS THE MEW BTHIOPIA BEGUR

Reflections of a Long—time Absentes.
(p. v.)*

To eome bmok to Ethiopis at this time after
& prolonged absence is exhilarating. Not decause one
sees that all the predlems have been eolved. Rather
the excitement comes from the feeling that the enoramity
of - the provienms camn noew be squarely faced and openly
discussed. - e T o - )

One sees four different forces pulling 4ifferent
ways. 'Thoy are all up against the monumental inertie
of the rural masses with an anecient culture who seem
to distrust change of every kind.

What are these four forees?

- Frst there is the privileged cless of rich lend-
lorde and etapitalista. Their wish and hope, of sourse,
is to kesp their esonomic power, to sustsin their control
and . exploitation of the economy for their oewn advantage.
f0deay they. can operate mostly behinéd the scenes. The
Crown can no longer be as easily their imstrument as
before.: They bhave to bide their time until things have
sheken down, and only then can they intensify their
efforte to buy back their powsr from whatever goevernment
finelly establishes itself. Though s few of its leading
figures have now been imprisoned, shis largely faceless
ferge-ig one $o be reskoned with in the future teo. It
will be dangerocusly. foolish to assume that their eye-
tooth has been pulled orx thas. they haye been rendered
inneenous. Lo
.. ;. Geeand, and today oclearly most voeal, there is thse
young umiversity orowd. They are not all of the same
point aof view, But what is beimg heard above all the
din is the-voice of s sort of vadical liberalisa, o
familiar to anyome imn touch with student thinking all
gover the world, To be young is to be full of hope,
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unspoiled by daubt, \p.onxidnnt of aoriavement: to be young
is. to. m&aontmtq d,it:icultios, to aee everything in
teraa of blaak er whitas, 1o groffcr simpie golutions to
enarmous problems. = To be young ie to daro whero the
wine desint. .

Sml%cﬂil)lc solntions are usually taken frou text-
books and . journals, bucﬂ Qn ﬁqnenlizations that take
1ttsle netice.af histarioal nd cultural partioularitiea.
For: example .many joung; peop).e uould todav opt fot- a
'sscalar demecyaiia’ aiaia - ,qr,tg which has no plaoo
for Urewn or Chuxoh, reue. which ip baud on adult Pranchise
and elected .ministers, one which uaks to eatablinh a
ooouliatis patsarn.of. sooioty.f ;hcir vieiona nrc lofty
and generonss. but:are they. ST rgaliatic? '

despite.all the changes that heye taken placo. _the
yresent Ethiopien State. is; &till 131,' trqu what the young
are- dresming. and: depanding. Those now in pover have not
been #lmoted: by the: pecple, and thair n;l.aims to represent

‘he *people'n’ wiews oan de lagitinately qucationed.
‘Reétsher Srawn nor Chupeh has gone away. . No socialistic
Platform hay bwaen 9learly axtioculated or proolaimd.
Swall wonder Phenssthat the young etill olamour for chang

-2hird, their ie thq#gtmmont. Hhat sort of an
‘saimsl 18 :1%7 - At the head. ctgthj;o,vornment 1s a Prime
Hinigter well known feor his. .l;ebq@;.‘m.v.;qg and stringent
‘eritfetem.of the previows regime. The Deputy Prime Mini
‘gum Fortegn Miateter is-alao & kmown Oxford type libersl.
So are many of the other:ministers - young, energetic,
progressive, . -At the top: of the goversment ome no longer
finds' the 014’ feudald, fovi-Aragging, privilege-loving,

' vested-interest.-orientsd erowd.. There is plenty of driv
energy and openness. to new weys, at lput at meny spots
on th. toy. 2 :

" But She: Government 11::91! is hamstrung by two factc

" Pirst, there is the fsot thet the changes are mostly at

tUo A de s Thiwehar below there are, of aourse, ehanges
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young, emargetie janier offjcers msy now regceive more
suppert’ Tox their. sreative ideas than before. Merit,
rather than Samily connegtions, may soon become the
criterion for advancement. Despite all this, the oor-
pulence of the Govomcnt machinery still provides for
more inertisz than drive. The bureaucratic hadit is
néver easy te shed. .The ship of state still oontinues
to held.more ballest then maving power. Sco;ondl}t! even
these at-the top are plagued by & sense of mqﬁability._
Hew leng .will the preesrieus balanae last? Oan any
Prime Minister-leet-for mere .than &, year in the preeent
oircumstances? ,Does the. Prime xin;ntcr h"o snrfio:lont
power or is he tpo muek.at the meroy of torou that are
often faveless eapd therspfore diffioult to deal with?
With such umeertainty, would any Govornnmt try to do
saything radioal and longrterm, joyond uking the nocuury
dey-to-day decisions? i .

Zhe fourth force to bc rcokonod with, and obvioualy
20 depjsive in many ways is the _'D.rg - tho Joint com-
mittes of the armed forces, the polico and tho uourity
forcea. They are the lya&rhnd of the bloodlcu rovolution,
and .they deserve oredit, not onlx for ‘not chodding blood,
but also -for.allowing crtticizu. 1noluding oritioism of
the Derg i%self.. They are under firo from -tudonfa for
moving 80 slow. They are undnr pressure.to show that
they mesn business, which is. not nlvqy- euy if you
really mean business. o far they have pulled off s
fow ayzbelie master-sirokes like nationalioing the
-imperial palaces, ;bolishing the Hinistry ‘of Pen and
the Chilet ~ 8ll oomrutively hlrmlou and all directed
enly at the Orosn aad not ut other pockotl of privilege.

The Derg hes. pow. -orkod out 1ts own p_ggn_l_gg_&_}_
for u—ordipum with the civilisn Jovernment, but the
. 8istribution of power mua. the borg is uulr not very
clear -~ aven %o ita own nuhors.' It seems to have pinched
. & page eagh fmn the ru-u Stndoat Ewolutlon of 1968
and from the Peaple's Liborotioa Am of chm Iot to



have &:¢lear buresusrasic-eor hisrsrehtosal structure
of . pPAWEr: iR the exmy«sad - in: the:Tulthg gronp 16 ap'
exgiting experiwens.itn spenteneisy and freséom, dbut
one;khat . .is: urfuun ;30 - aussaga-foria x'ong',”rtod of
tA®@e- . s L et one efari wilvo oonw

bl Al Qleot’rthtt‘ the younger offtcers in the Derg
age L;q}qpenhto tAvat iBilel rthan~t0 -any other gréup in
the  equakyy. - Hepy of .them are -thendelves untversity
reaple .and -8¢ :%asiqally in syapathy with studewd opinion.
Byt A%e ,$he¥ 22100 w0uD SR eRGed -amoughi ‘Dot - t0 Make majer
mistakes? . -Experienee -eones ‘very ditekly ix ‘s pevolutionary
situation, .but often in the wake -of tragie misteles.

- 2he -astonisiing faet, howewer; ‘is that all these
four pulling.fovees -Fagether osonetitute iéss than oneé -
pPeraqnt of the People ofthis ‘ciindzy: Fheére ure the
reat? . Amethey..puldingy resisting, or sitding 'still?

How long . milkl they stand on the sifde-lines and ‘watoh?

« +Ahat 4s heappening 4o ‘ths masses of pvople wWi6 1ack
the mepns of expresning thein views? - Have Shey understood
what ie involved: Ml the mew draft constivution? * How
can- Lhey . taks pant 4n: the fiwcuseion wrtil' hey ary
' opnsaianticiged’: end 'politicized 'T ¥ill: the lsm
election, e the. seosaion Lo such” consciemticivation
and: pelitietisation? - If-this dsto Bappen 1 an adequate
way . pertain: stepp-ays to bewksp befors the ReEtY eleetion.
Angd. this: pesrsens Dearing: orr fhe msetst question whether
the- present parldament shouwld dbe disbanfed as. seon &s
the congtitution is finslly promulgatedy’ so: that the
election by the peocpie. cap $ake plasce.rightiawhy, or
whether A% sheuld:serve-ous its prestat-term,.adlowing
engugh: time.fex she infrarstrudsurs: nunhlry ror 2 ‘new
Ethiopia . te-de Wuddd:upi:. Tien ouarioo vouID

- The$ areithbene ruopol ' This: ohserver 8e88 .8 tWd-
pronged .approser -:one eivilian and: . the other ntlitary,

-bet:ug qonowde the umpleasint faol tNat we-are
adepiing the -western:parliamentary systen with séne -
slight medifionsiensiof Our: own.: In any: ease vwe need -
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